
 
  
 

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    

Superintendent Newsletter 
February/March 2018                      Dr. Ann Jackson 

Report Card – One Piece of the Puzzle 

Parents- Your feedback is important to us –Please log onto the the JCS 
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• February 19th  

Presidents’ Day – NO SCHOOL 

• March 2nd  
In-service Day for Teachers  
– NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS 

• March 26-30 

SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 
    

J A S P E R  C I T Y  S C H O O L  S Y S T E M  

From the Superintendent’s Desk 
 
 

Memorial Park School earns an A (grade of 97) on the State Report Card! 

The Alabama Department of Education released "report cards" for the first time on February 1, 
2018.  The report card contained letter grades for each school and school system across the state. 
The Jasper City School System received a "B", which reflects several factors, including chronic 
absenteeism, graduation rates and college and career readiness rates for our high school. Given 
the nature of the report card, we are pleased with a “B” for the district.  

The Jasper City School System scored above the state average on every indicator. We will continue 
to plan for improvement and provide the best possible education for our students. The Alabama 
School Board Association has commented that the letter grade is a snapshot of our schools and 
school systems. It is just one piece of the puzzle. We have great schools that are so much more 
than a score. Just as no single test can fully measure a student’s knowledge and abilities, no single 
score or letter grade can fully convey the work happening every day in our schools.  

We want our students and parents to be aware of the “Chronic Absenteeism” measure on the 
report card. School are graded on the number of students who have 15 or more absences 
(excused or unexcused). Due to high absenteeism, this score was low for our system – 
contributing to our overall system score.  We encourage all of our families to help by planning 
trips or other “excused” absences for times when our students will not miss school.  Although 
we realize sickness and some other absences cannot be avoided, we appreciate your support as 
we work to improve this area which will result in higher achievement for students.                         
– Ann Jackson 
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On February 3, 2018, Jasper Encore 
competed in the Albertville Diamond Show Choir 
Classic at Albertville High School.  Encore 
competed against 14 choirs from around the state 
and Tennessee and won first place for the second 
year in a row!  It should also be noted that Encore 
finished 4th for the entire day across all divisions.   
            On February 10, 2018, Jasper Encore was 
2.25 points away from first place and .75 points 
away from second place in the Opelika Southern 
Showcase.  Anna Lee Palmer won the female solo 
competition and performed her solo in front of a 
packed auditorium that brought the crowd to their 
feet. Encore has two competitions left at Auburn 
High School and Enterprise High School.   



 
 
     

Read Across America Week begins the week of February 26th- March 
1st.  We are excited to emphasize student reading with age appropriate 
activities that connect to our students’ interests.  Throughout the week, 
our classrooms will be welcoming guests from the community to read 
to our students.  Dr. Seuss titles are sure to be a hit with our primary 
students.  Research supports students who read on grade level by 3rd 
grade are on track to meet many life’s checkpoints, like high school 
graduation.  It is our expectation that our students get a head start well 
before 3rd grade.  Remember, as parents we can do an invaluable, life-
long service to our children by reading to them/with them daily.  Just 
15-20 minutes each night will make a tremendous difference in their 
learning.  Show your enthusiasm for reading as you encourage your 
students to participate in each of the dress days.  On Monday, be like 
the Fox in Socks, wear crazy socks.  On Tuesday, show some Seuss-
inspiration as you pay tribute to your favorite Seuss character or 
book.  On Wednesday, create a hat that connects to your favorite book 
(A prize will be given for the best, most creative hat).  On Thursday, 
after our tests we will snuggle up with a good book.  Wear 
pajamas.  On Friday, enjoy a day at home.  Teachers will be learning at 
one of their professional development classes.  

     We underestimate the power of our words.  They have the ability 
to motivate, influence, and inspire children to reach their highest 
potential.  Recently, while reading the book Mindset: The New 
Psychology of Success by Dr. Carold S. Dweck, I have begun to 
rethink how I influence students toward growth and increased 
achievement.  
       The book discusses how students are forming a mindset that 
affects their approach to learning.  Depending on whether they adopt 
a fixed mindset or a growth mindset has a tremendous impact on 
how they will respond to learning.  The two polar opposite mindsets 
are best separated with how students deal with failure.  Isn’t it ironic 
that we view failure in opposition to intelligence when we 
understand that it is much more important to view how one responds 
to failure.  By approaching failure as part of learning we begin to 
think with a growth mindset.  We begin to embrace challenges, see 
effort as a path to mastery, persistence as more important than 
perfection, criticism as feedback, and the successes of others as a 
source of inspiration and not comparison.  How does this then 
connect to our words to the young children by which we are 
surrounded?   Our words are essential feedback for children who are 
learning by every experience every day.   
      There are many great videos on YouTube that site this great 
book.  I am looking forward to applying information from this book 
in how Megan and I parent our child.  One of the best video 
summaries of the book is found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyIF5VUOJc0.   
   -Jonathan Allen 

Milo’s Hamburgers recently presented 
five $1,000 grants to schools and 
organizations in Walker County. 

The grants were presented the last week 
of January from the Milo’s Little 
Something Extra Foundation that awards 
grants to schools and other educational 
organizations across the state. 

Grant recipients will use their funding in 
a number of ways. 

T.R. Simmons Elementary School will be 
providing technology upgrades in their 
classrooms. 



 
   

Students at Memorial Park Elementary have participated in several fun activities over the last few months.  MPS 
3rd grade students were able to experience the “Water Ways” Smithsonian Exhibit at the Bankhead House and 
Heritage Center.  All students and staff participated in dress up days and Money Drop activities in early 
February.  2nd grade students dressed up as 100-year-old men and women to celebrate the 100th day of school.  
Students were also able to participate in our first annual “Black and Gold” dance in the MPS gym. 
 The next few months hold many activities for our students. Below are a few of the upcoming events for 
MPS: 
Feb. 14 – Progress reports go home. 
Feb. 19 – No school 
Feb. 26 – Birmingham Children’s Theater will visit MPS. 
March 2 – In-service day for Jasper City School teachers. Students will not come to school.  
March 21 – 3rd 9 week report cards will go home. 
March 26 – 30: Spring break for Jasper City Schools.  
 As we draw closer to the end of the school year, many events will occur.  The main focus in the spring 
semester will be state testing.  Please be aware of your student’s attendance this semester.  Teachers and students 
are working hard as we prepare to do our best! 

 

I would like to thank all the students, parents, faculty and community 
members that supported the MPS Money Drop.  With your support, 
we were able to meet and exceed our school goal of $20,000.  These 
funds will be used in the upcoming months to install new technology 
in our classrooms.  As I said at orientation, it is the support of the 
community that helps to make a school successful.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated!!! 
 
In the upcoming months, our 3rd grade students will be participating 
in state testing.  As we prepare for testing, attendance is crucial.  
This is a time when teachers are reinforcing skills that have been 
taught, as well as building upon these skills with new rigorous tasks 
each day.  Please make sure to check your student’s folder and 
newsletter each week for important information from your 
classroom.  
As always, MPS is very grateful for the support of our stakeholders.
 - Eric Rigsby 

 



 
 
  

We are so excited at how well our integration is going! The students 
and teachers are truly meshing and creating a new home here at Maddox. Our 
Viking Pride is high! We still have a lot of work left to do this semester and as 
we all know the next few months will be a busy time. Please, remember that 
attendance is important for our students and their education.  So join our 
efforts and have your child at school every day and on time. We’ve set high 
expectations for not only attendance, but also academics, so encourage your 
child to continue to work hard on all of their assignments. This is only the 
beginning for Maddox Intermediate and I am encouraged at the opportunities 
for our future. 

As you plan for the next couple of months, make a note that we have 
rescheduled our money drop for March. Be on the lookout for information 
regarding the new date. Please remember we will be out of school February 
19th to celebrate Presidents’ Day and I hope you enjoy the day as a family. 
Thank you for the privilege of serving your student and this school, 

-Marc Sargent 
 

There are lots of great things are happening at Maddox! We are very excited about our 4th 
and 5th grade students going to the Smithsonian Exhibit, Water/Ways at the Bankhead House and 
Heritage Center during the month of February. The Bankhead House is providing funding for our 
transportation costs of the trip! We are so thankful for the wonderful support of our community!  
Our 6th grade students are beginning a unit of study in ELA/History on World War II. This will be a 
very informative and interesting topic of study. Although, a heavy subject we anticipate amazing, in-
depth classroom discussions. 

Maddox Intermediate is planning on its first annual “Career Exploration Day” and we need 
your experiences! Whether you are a nurse, mechanic, astronaut, chef, firefighter, small business 
owner etc…… WE NEED YOU!! We are looking for a variety of people interested in spending the day 
talking to our students about their career. Many of our students are unaware of the career 
opportunities available to them and this is a fantastic way to provide them with firsthand 
knowledge of potential career paths. This is also a great way for you to get involved in MIS and 
make an impact on the students’ future. If you are not interested but know someone who is, please 
have him or her contact our school counselors (Mrs. Parnell or Mrs. Graves) The “Career 
Exploration Day” is scheduled for April 6th from 8:30-12:00. 

Many Maddox students are also in full swing preparing technology projects to participate at 
the West Central Regional Technology Competition in Fayette, AL on Thursday, February 22, 2018.  
Students in Mr. Hannah’s 6th grade technology enrichment rotation and Mrs. Harrison’s REACH 
students have been working on a technology unit this semester.  REACH students have been 
working on a “Genius Hour” project to focus on a passion of theirs in either researching a topic and 
then creating a technology product, or using this time to learn “how-to” code an animation or build 
and code a robot using Dash and VEX robotics.   
 We also extended the opportunity to students not in the 6th grade enrichment or in REACH 
to participate by creating an independent or group project to present at our first Maddox 
Technology Fair.  Thirty students in 4th and 5th grade stayed after-school on Thursday, February 1 to 
present their projects to our judges who included community leaders and Maddox teachers.  
Seventeen winners in their respective category from that fair will join us in representing our school 
at the Regional Competition.  
 All in all, great things are happening with this project.  Combined between the enrichment 
class, REACH, and the students who completed projects independently, Maddox will be sending 
approximately 100 students to the Regional Competition presenting projects in coding, robotics, 
PowerPoint, website design, stop-motion animation, and photography.  Students have not only 
gained the technological skills needed in a 21st century world, but they are learning the poise and 
organization it takes to present at a competition level.  We are so proud of our students! 

 



 
 
 

  

     We are SOOOOO proud of our students! As we returned back to our 
groove, we witnessed our students display their amazing talents. We 
want to shout out our wrestling team for a 2nd place finish in the 
Jasper Viking Invitational and for a 4th place finish in the McAdory 
Wrestling tournaments.  We also want to shout out our school band! 
We had two students make All-State Band, one named All-State 
Alternate, and 17 students who made the All-District Band! Our district 
is made up of 11 counties in the northwest section of Alabama, which 
makes these honors very special!  

We also received our first school report card earlier this month. 
While we are proud of what our staff, teachers, and students have 
accomplished, we’ve acknowledged the fact that our students deserve 
more. We are fully committed in ensuring that our students receive the 
very best from us each and every single day. I encourage all parents, 
relatives, and community members to stay connected with us 
throughout our journey as we are all able to positively affect student 
achievement. We love our students, and we love our community! 
#GoVikes     - Lutis Moore 
 

Character is like a tree and 
reputation like a shadow. The 
shadow is what we think of it; 
the tree is the real thing.  
-Abraham Lincoln  
 
 

 



 
   

Parents, 
Please be advised that the ACT will be given to all 
juniors on March 20th.  Jasper High School is very 
proud of our students and their recent ACT 
accomplishments.  Did you know that 69 students 
from JHS scored a 25 or higher with 16 
students scoring a 30 or higher and one student 
who scored a perfect 36!    
Congratulations to all of these fine students! As 
always, you are most welcome at Jasper High School.   
-Dr. Bart Reeves 

 

Important Dates: 

Bevill State will be here on Feb. 13th during Viking Block in the theater to help all seniors 
fill out the online scholarship application. Bring your charged laptop with you to this 
session! 
 
Bevill State Community College Admission & Scholarship Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2018-19 year. Seniors should go online and apply if you meet the GPA 
requirements for scholarships. See DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS on Remind, Edmodo, 
CC counter. Deadline for scholarship application is February 28th! 
 
Remind: the BEST way to stay informed. Seniors should text @jhs-2018 to 81010 to sign 
up for Mrs. Higgins’ class, “SENIORS”. All senior announcements will be sent through 
Remind. Parents are welcome to sign up as well. Junior code is @jhs-2019. Sophomore 
code is @jhs--2020 (note the two dashes). Freshman code is @jhs-2021. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

    
Remember to check out the Remember to check out the Remember to check out the Remember to check out the 

latest latest latest latest     
JASPER VIKINGS News at the JASPER VIKINGS News at the JASPER VIKINGS News at the JASPER VIKINGS News at the 

website below:website below:website below:website below:    
www.jaswww.jaswww.jaswww.jaspervikingsports.compervikingsports.compervikingsports.compervikingsports.com    

 

2/19  Winfield HS 
3/1 Curry HS 
3/22  Corner HS 
3/23 Dora HS 
3/23  Homewood HS 
4/5 George Washington Carver HS 
4/6 Haleyville HS 
4/10  Minor HS 
4/11  Sumiton Christian HS 
4/11 Jackson-Olin HS 

 

2018 Varsity Baseball 2018 Varsity Baseball 2018 Varsity Baseball 2018 Varsity Baseball     
Home GamesHome GamesHome GamesHome Games 

Jasper 7-9 Wrestlers Place 4th to         
Finish the Year 

The Jasper 7-9 grade wrestlers competed in their 
last tournament of the year at McAdory High 
School. They wrestled extremely well and placed 
4th as a team. It’s been a great season with them 
and we look forward to having them be a part of the 
varsity in the near future. Those who placed are: 
1st- Maney Havis (9th) 
1st- Moises Sanchez (8th) 
2nd- Dylan Garner (9th) 
2nd- Jackson Blackwell (8th) 
3rd- Landon Castillo (7th) 
3rd- Zach Whitehead (7th) 
3rd- Allen Jones Jr. (7th) 
4th- Alex Glass (8th) 
We had many wrestlers a match or two away from 
placing. The team has placed in two previous 
tournaments as well. The first was at the Arab 
Invitational where they placed 4th as a team and 
our own tournament we hosted (The Jasper 
Invitational) which we placed 2nd as a team.  
Once again, we are extremely proud of their 
commitment and effort to our team, our sport, and 
our school. 

     Viking Indoor Track  

After qualifying 11 for the State Indoor Meet 
finished with a strong showing in front of a great 
crowd at the Birmingham SportsPlex. Coach Phillips 
was pleased with the results as many of our runners 
claimed personal records.  GO VIKES!  


